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RENEE GRANT-WILLIAMS ANNOUNCES MUSIC CITY CHORUS 

 

August 9, 2006 (Nashville)—Mayor Bill Purcell and vocal coach Renee Grant-

Williams announced today the formation of Music City Community Chorus (MC3), 

a non-profit, broad-based volunteer performing chorus in Nashville. As the 

group’s conductor, Grant-Williams’ goal for the chorus is to give both professional 

and non-professional singers in Nashville a chance to participate in a community 

musical experience, building a bridge between the various genres of music that 

flourish within Nashville’s music community. 

  

“I envision MC3 as the people’s chorus of Nashville,” says Grant-Williams. “There 

are so many talented people in this city that we don’t ever see and hear perform. 

This organization will provide them that opportunity.” 

  

Mayor Bill Purcell feels, "Now, with the formation of the Music City Community 

Chorus we have additional opportunities for the local music community and 

citizens of Nashville to come together." 

 

The chorus will be open to anyone 18 years of age or older. Auditions will be 

structured to recruit not only those who are skilled at reading music, but those 

who are willing and able to acquire music skills. Grant-Williams is already holding 

auditions, which began August 2.  

  

“I’m so excited about the news of the chorus, because Nashville is sorely lacking 

and needs to have a community chorus opportunity,” says singer/musician John 

Cowan. “The fact that the chorus will be in the hands of Renee Grant-Williams 

tells me it will be guided by a consummate professional who has the resources to 

guarantee excellence.” 

  



It is Grant-Williams’ plan to have two performances per year. The Winter 

performance will follow rehearsals that take place September through December 

and the Spring performance will follow rehearsals that take place late January 

through May. Auditions will be held again in January. 

  

The repertoire will be primarily, but not limited to, classical choral works in the 

tradition of the great composers. Whenever possible and appropriate, solo 

assignments will be extended to members of Nashville’s non-classical 

community. As dictated by programming and budget, all performances will be 

accompanied by the appropriate professional caliber instrumentalists.  

  

Music City Community Chorus will include a scholarship program of four $850 

voice scholarships for section leaders representing 10 private lessons to study 

with one of Grant-Williams’ associate teachers. 

  

Grant-Williams established a similar program when she lived in San Francisco, 

where she was hired by the Community Music Center to form a city-wide broad-

based community chorus. Very quickly, the San Francisco Community Chorus 

became a highly respected, highly disciplined performing choral ensemble of 200 

dedicated enthusiasts that presented polished, sold-out performances. 

  

MC3 will rehearse at Glencliff High School at 160 Antioch Pike. To arrange an 

audition, call 887-5599.  For more information about the MC3, visit 

www.MusicCityCommunityChorus.org 

About Renee Grant-Williams:  Renee Grant-Williams is an accomplished 

vocalist and musician, voice coach and conductor. She is a graduate of 

the San Francisco Conservatory of Music and was later on the faculty 

there. Grant-Williams was appointed Director of the Division of Vocal 

Music at the University of California, Berkeley. She created and directed 

the San Francisco Community Chorus and Chamber Chorus. In Nashville 

http://www.musiccitycommunitychorus.org/


she served as musical director of Second Presbyterian Church in Green 

Hills, where she was director of the music program.  

One of the most respected voice coaches in the business, Grant-Williams’ 

clientele has included Faith Hill, Linda Ronstadt, Christina Aguilera, Tim 

McGraw, Bo Bice (“American Idol”), Miley Cyrus (“Hannah Montana”), 

Keith Urban, Martina McBride, the Dixie Chicks, Kenny Chesney and 

more.  

Grant-Williams has appeared on numerous broadcast outlets including 

MTV, CMT, GAC, ABC, CBS, NBC, Fox, Bravo and NPR. She has been 

quoted by and written for numerous print publications including 

Cosmopolitan, TV Guide, US Weekly, Southern Living, Chicago Tribune, 

Boston Globe, American Songwriter, and Country Weekly. Grant-Williams 

was featured on last year’s “Three Wishes” on NBC and is slated to 

appear in upcoming episodes of ABS’s “Extreme Makeover” and NBC’s 

“The Today Show.”   
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Renee Grant-Williams is available for more in-depth interviews.  
Contact:  615.259.4900 
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